
A ll the founder members of Agreenium are already extensively active in agriculture research and training in Europe and worldwide.
Through their cooperation, they aim to develop an operational system to meet the priorities of an international outlook. 

• Partnership with high-ranking structures (universities, research bodies) in OECD and emerging countries, helping set up a joint policy
between its members.

• Engagining in training and research with southern countries organisations, notably through the mutualisation and consolida-
tion of the operative systems and initiatives of the members of Agreenium.

• Joint planning and projects with international research organisations (notably the centres of the Consultative Group on
International Agricultural Research (CGIAR), and UN institutions (FAO, FIDA, UNEP, etc.) to help meet the major global

challenges facing agriculture and the environment.

In view of political stakes and priorities, both national and European, one of the geographic priorities of
Agreenium is to set up ambitious projects with the Mediterranean countries as well as strengthening the

already existing initiatives worldwide.
The coordination and implementation of all these research and training activities for international deve-

lopment will be based on a partnership approach involving all the players (research, higher education,
economic partners, stakeholders, etc.). As far as possible, they will bring together research, training

and development.
Agreenium plans to create a preparation support and monitoring bureau for international

exchange between members, including incoming and outgoing mobility of researchers and 
lecturers. This bureau will draw up structural and functional analyses of the partner univer-

sities and research bodies in the areas covered by Agreenium. It will organize regular inter-
national meetings to develop the reciprocal knowledge of Agreenium and its partners.

This system will be complemented by a group of delegates posted to the main part-
ner countries or regions, notably the Mediterranean, China, India and Brazil.

An international
focus 



O ne of the objectives of creating Agreenium was to bring greater synergy and closeness between higher education and agronomic
research, in order to achieve greater dialogue and partnership between university institutions worldwide.

By bringing together a potential of 5,700 researchers, engineers and lecturers, Agreenium has become a world leader in terms of
higher education, research and development in the fields of agriculture, food, animal health and the environment. Its members,

either individually or through partnerships, have access to outstanding experimental resources: heavy equipment, experi-
mental units, observatories, and field networks. These means, allowing investigation at all scales, from the molecule to

production and the environment, are found within highly complementary environments in France, its overseas depart-
ments, and worldwide through established partnerships. Thanks to its privileged position at the interface of the

European and international socio-economic world and the concrete needs of society, Agreenium is an important
player in the dissemination and accessibility of knowledge, and also has a powerful influence in targeted

research.

The teaching system which accompanies and is fostered by this research potential is firmly directed 
at higher education. There are around 200 courses at master’s level and 15 doctoral schools offering 

studies in the fields of biology, health, food, agronomy, economic and social sciences, applied phy-
sics, chemistry and mathematics. It comes within the European education and research area (EM 1

and 2). Agreenium aims to use this system to develop international mobility programmes for
scientists, lecturers, and masters’ and PhD students. In addition to this policy of increasing

exchanges, this will involve developing high-level research-based training courses with our
partners, and an international PhD college. In this way, Agreenium has the dual aim of fos-

tering the integration of disciplines and approaches, both fundamental and targeted,
and to disseminate and transfer this knew know-how to stakeholders in the socio-

economic world.

Bringing research
and training 
closer together 



Forthcoming
projects

International PhD College
Agreenium has a strong doctoral activity,

with more than 2,200 PhD students working
in its laboratories, mainly in partnership with other

French and European higher education and research
establishments, with business firms or professional
organisations. It aims to give a new international
dimension to its doctoral training activity, driving
research competitiveness. The objective of this project
is to create international scientific communities which
can meet the scientific challenges facing agronomic
research, help future researchers have a better
understanding of the complexity of the purposes of
agriculture, food, animal health and the environment,
help establish consistency between the academic and
agronomic stakeholders at a national level, attract top
students to the domains covered by Agreenium and
make known the laboratories of Agreenium members.
The project, which should be starting in 2011, should
lead to top level doctorates, notably through setting
up co-tutoring for PhDs, further courses for PhD stu-
dents, specific support systems, in particular by crea-
ting openings in the private sector and the depart-
ments involved in the areas covered by Agreenium,
the certification of new skills, and by developing inter-
national mobility for students and researchers.

Initiative for Veterinary Public Health 
and emerging animal diseases 

Based on the concept of “One world, one health”, veterinary public health is now reco-
gnized as a public good activity in the domain of animal diseases, notably zoonoses and emerging
diseases, and food safety, as well as quality of life, including issues of the economic balance of food
sectors and safety, the environmental impact of animal protection practices, the proximity of domes-
tic and wild animals, animal welfare, and more general ethical questions related to animals. The
members of Agreenium play a key role in training and research in this area, through their academic
impact and the experimental and monitoring systems set up in a variety of places throughout the
world. The aim of Agreenium’s veterinary public health programme is to develop world governance
of living system observatories for detecting and monitoring emerging diseases, notably by streng-
thening systems in the Caribbean and the Indian Ocean and by developing a network in the
Mediterranean. In addition, Agreenium will create a high-level management school to meet the gro-
wing demand for consultancy in this area.

AgreenSkills: An international mobility programme
The strategic goal of AgreenSkills is to reinforce research in agriculture and veteri-

nary sciences promoting international mobility of researchers both in and out of
Europe. Rather than increasing the number of fellowships, the objectives of AgreenSkills are

to attract talents from worldwide countries and boost high-potential scientists by providing
attractive fellowships, increasing hosting capacity, upgrading scientific mentoring, and enhan-
cing career development. AgreenSkills relies on the concept of individual incoming or outgoing
mobility and excellence, meaning applicants will be able to choose their topic in the fields of agri-
culture, food, animal health and environment. AgreenSkills will help applicants to identify and
choose the hosting structure and their supervisor among the members of Agreenium. Moreover
Agreenium is aiming to help applicants find the best ways in the different calls for tender that
focus on international mobility. AgreenSkills has been submitted to the European Commission’s
FP7 ‘People’ programme for an initial set of 160 fellowships. 

Forestry sciences 
Forest ecosystems, whether they are temperate or tropical, are subject to a rapidly chan-

ging situation. Climate change has an effect on the primary productivity of forests, exacer-
bating events such as drought, storms, floods and health problems, and affecting both the way the

forests adapt and their role in mitigating global warming. The socioeconomic factors determining the use
of these ecosystems lie at the heart of global issues: the use of biomass as a renewable source of energy,
deforestation linked to the need for food safety and for “new”agricultural land, and society’s expectations
in terms of biodiversity. The members of Agreenium, who are highly involved in international forestry
networks, wish to strengthen their existing collaboration in forestry sciences through long-term compa-
rative approaches carried out in research and observation systems, as well as training courses throughout
Europe, in Latin America and in Africa. Agreenium will be involved in presenting officially recognized
French positions supported by different French research bodies (Agreenium, Cemagref, CNRS, IRD) to
partners worldwide, particularly in emerging countries such as Brazil. These research projects should
accompany and be fostered by high-level graduate and post-graduate training courses developed from
already recognized courses.

And also...
• Horticultural: integrated production,

comparative approaches between 
North and South agrosystems.

• Global livestock production systems faced 
with the challenges of rising demand, 
environmental impact and ethical concerns. 

• Peasant farming, price instability, the buying-up 
of farmland, and technological innovations.

• European and national foresight initiatives 
for programming and coordination of agriculture
research in Mediterranean area.

...



The status of Public Scientific Cooperation Institution enables Agreenium to develop long-term cooperation actions involving some
or all of its elements, based on voluntary participation, while allowing each operator to maintain his/her own responsibilities and

status. This flexible form of coordination allows the research, education, knowledge-transfer and consultancy skills of the stakehol-
ders to be mobilized over the long-term in far-reaching projects on an international scale. Other professionals in research and

higher education, French or foreign, will be able to join Agreenium as founder or associate members.

The wide range of professions and skills brought together within Agreenium represents a considerable asset for building a
global research-education-development strategy at an international level. Agreenium’s activities cover the fields of the

science of living systems, social sciences and applied sciences for agriculture, food and rural development. The range
of diplomas issued by the founder members of Agreenium is very broad, covering several engineering courses, a

large number of masters’ degrees and doctoral schools, in partnership with French and foreign universities, as
well as a vast range of short diploma courses. This educational programme, in accordance with the Bologna

process, has an international dimension, with high student mobility and many exchanges with more than
80 academic partners worldwide. Notably, training by and for research in the 300 research units of

Agreenium involves the supervision of more than 2,200 PhD students. 

To define its strategy, a strategic planning committee (COS) will be set up to take into account the
opinions and expectations of its partners and a large number of stakeholders: representatives

from the French or European socio-professional sector, NGOs and French and international
non-profit organisations, public institutions or agencies. The members of this committee,

which will be small enough to be thoroughly operational, will thus be largely internatio-
nal. It will complement the scientific committees of the members who continue to exer-

cise their mandate.

A flexible 
organisation 
supported 
by a Strategic 
Planning 
Committee to 
take into account 
the concerns 
of stakeholders


